Reproduction-Preg Rate Option

Reproduction efficiency has a direct impact on herd profitability.  21 Day Pregnancy Rate is an accurate and highly valuable way to evaluate a herd’s reproductive performance.  An increase in a herds Preg Rate can reduce reproductive culling, lower replacement costs significantly, increase milk production because cows are fresh more often therefore at peak lactation more often, have more offspring each year, and allows a consistency to herd size throughout the year.  Net return per cow increases with increasing pregnancy rates.
· KDDC will incentivize dairy producers to obtain reproductive improvement in their operations.  A producer that achieves a 3-point improvement for the year or has a base Preg Rate level of 27 will become eligible for a financial award divided equally from all qualifying producers of an allocated $100,000.00.

· When a herd does not have an established beginning Preg Rate, then a base of 17 will be utilized.

· Calculation will be done to establish the rate of improvement by utilizing DHIA records to establish a beginning Preg Rate in January and ending Preg Rate in December each year.

· The beginning years Preg Rate value will be based on what the Preg Rate was at the end of the previous December.

· The ending years Preg Rate value will be based on what the Preg Rate was at the end of the current December.



*********************************************************
Payment

This is option is based on yearly data.  The award amounts will be in form of a check distributed by KDDC.  Award incentives will be given out to qualifying participants at the Annual Kentucky Dairy Partners Meeting during the Annual Dairy Awards Banquet hosted by Kentucky Dairy Development Council.
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