Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) Available for Flooding 

  
  Lexington, May 4, 2010 - Agricultural producers who suffered damage as a result of the May flooding may request cost-share assistance from USDA to rehabilitate damaged farmlands. The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), administered by the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency (FSA), provides cost-share assistance when disaster damage is so severe that recovery without federal assistance is unlikely. 

ECP practices that may be applicable to flooding would be assistance for debris removal, fence restoration, grading, shaping and re-leveling as well as restoration of conservation structures.  The land must be agricultural land and the damage must be impeding the production of the land and must be of such magnitude that recovery without federal assistance is unlikely. Under ECP, cost-share assistance is limited to $200,000 per person per natural disaster. Conservation problems existing prior to the disaster are ineligible for ECP assistance. Funding for the ECP program has not been approved. 

Producers may request assistance through their local offices even before the program is implemented.  When a request for assistance is filed, it is important that the applicant know the extent of damage and the action that is going to be required to recover from the damages.  The water may need to rescind before the applicant will be able to complete an accurate application for assistance.  An onsite inspection by FSA is required.

Contact your local FSA county office regarding questions and for additional information.

